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hegemony of the proletariat in the bourgeois-democratic revolution provided
the Marxist Party with a new Hue of tactics, entirely different from that which
had been followed by Marxists Mtherto.

In tins book Lenin also thoroughly investigated the means by which
the victory of the revolution could be ensured. He proved that the most
important means of achieving victory was a popular armed insurrection.
He proposed slogans that would stimulate the revolutionary initiative of the
masses and help to organize them for insurrection. These slogans were ;
mass political strikes ; the immediate revolutionary introduction of an 8-hour
day in the towns and of democratic reforms in the rural districts ; the im-
mediate formation of Revolutionary Peasant Committees, and the arming of
the workers. If the popular insurrection is successful, he said, it will be
necessary to set up a Provisional Revolutionary Government which, if final
victory over tsaiism is to be achieved, must be nothing more nor less than
the revolutionary-democratic dictatorship of the proletariat and the peasantry.
Thus, Lenin forged for the proletariat new tactical weapons, new means for
the revolutionary mobilization of the masses Mtherto unknown to the
Marxist parties.

Lenin called upon the proletariat to fight with all its might and determina-
tion for the victory of the democratic revolution ; but at the same time he
emphasized that this was not the ultimate goal. The Russian revolution
would assume vast dimensions, lie said ; the democratic and socialist revolu-
tions were two links in one chain, and after the democratic objects were
achieved the struggle for the socialist revolution would begin. This is the
gist of Lenin's theory of the development of the bourgeois-democratic
revolution into the socialist revolution. He recalled from the oblivion, to
which the opportunists of the Second International faati consigned them,
Marx's utterances about continuous revolution and about combining the
peasant revolutionary movement with the proletarian movement He
amplified these ideas and formulated a new harmonious theory of the socialist
revolution, according to which the hegemony of the proletariat, standing in
alliance with the peasantry in the bourgeois revolution, must grow into the
hegemony of the proletariat standing in alliance with tie rest of the toiling
and exploited masses in the socialist revolution. The democratic dictator-
ship of the proletariat and the peasantry paves the way for the socialist
dictatorship of the proletariat.

This new theory of revolution propounded by Lenin akeady contained
the seals of the theory that the victory of Socialism is possible in one separate

The importance of Two Tactics in the history of the revolutionary move-
ment is incalculable. Referring to it, the History of the G*P.S.U.(B.")S
:

"The historic significance of this book consists above all in the fact that
in it Lenin ideologically shattered the petty-bourgeois tactical line of the
Menshevifcs, armed the working class of Russia for the further development
of tie Iwurgeois-democratic revolution, for a new onslaught on tsardom,
and put before the Russian Social-Democrats a dear perspective
of the^ necessity of the bourgeois revolution passing into the socialist

"But this does not exhaust the significance of Lenin*s book.   Its in-

significance consists in that it enriched Marxism with a new theory

of revolution and Md the foundation for the revolutionary tactics of the